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A Brief Report on The Celebration of International Day for Biological Diversity, 2018 

Date & Time: 22nd May 2018, 10.00 a.m. 

Place: Science City Mini Auditorium, Kolkata, West Bengal 

 

The International Day for Biological Diversity – 2018 was observed on 22nd May each year as a reminder to 
all for our duties towards conservation and sustainable utilization of vast resources of biodiversity that envelops 
us. It was also a reminder that we need to arrest the pace of degradation of our biodiversity mainly due to over 
bearing acts of human being. 

The state level observance with multifarious stakeholders, had very rightly justified the main theme of IDB - 
2018 i.e. Celebrating 25 years of Action for Biodiversity to generate awareness by involving all varied 
stakeholders who need to be appraised of their dual roles, both as a protector and as sustainable consumer. 

Inauguration: 

The central programme to mark the commemoration of IDB-2018 was held during a one-day long programme 
at Science City Mini Auditorium Kolkata on 22nd May, 2018. More than 400 people from different segments 
of the society that included representatives of BMCs/ Research Institutes/ Govt. Organizations/ NGOs, 
students / Teachers of Schools, Colleges, Universities and others took part in the event. 

The dais of the inaugural programme was luminated by Sri Sovan Chatterjee, Hon’ble Minister-In-Charge, 
Environment Department, GoWB, Sri Arnab Roy, IAS, Principal Secretary, Environment Department, GoWB, 
Dr. Asok Kanti Sanyal, Chariman, WBBB & Sri Sandipan Mukherjee, IFS, Member Secretary, WBBB.  

The day started with Folk Song performed by Sri Arup Thandar, District Coordinator Birbhum district and his 
team.  

A condolence was presented to remember the demise of former Chairman of WBBB Prof. Arun Kr. Sharma 
and famous scientist Dr. Ashis Kr. Ghosh, who was closely associated with the Board. 

A documentary on biodiversity, “Biodiversity of West Bengal- Himalaya to Sagar”, was prepared which was 
released on the occasion and screened to the audience. 

Welcoming all, The Member Secretary expressed his gratitude to all the participants for being present in the 
programme.  He thanked to all the dignitaries and special invitees for taking time off from their busy schedule 
to be present in the programme to make it a grand success.  

Hon’ble MIC in his address expressed his pleasure to see the large gathering and hoped that the issues of 
biodiversity will be understood and accepted by all. He narrated about various initiatives taken by the State 
Government about restoration and conservation of biodiversity in various developmental activities. He 
reminded that biodiversity and natural resources are vital for the sustenance of human which should be 
protected by any means. He conveyed his sincere thanks to the Board for making the documentary to 
disseminate the importance of biodiversity among the people. He informed about special drive by 
municipalities to protect and save the waterbodies to conserve the aquatic biodiversity of the state and invite 
for a coordinated effort from all the stakeholders in this direction. He also expressed satisfaction to the activities 
of the Board. 

The Chairman, WBBB set the tone of the programme thereafter in his deliberation. Highlighting the theme of 
this year, he pointed out the need for better plan and management to mitigate the ill effects of unplanned 
development underlining the various advantages of sustainable development towards livelihood generation, 
healthy life, cultural enrichment, better understanding etc, on this 18th year of global celebration of IDB. He 
then briefly narrated the activities and various achievement of the State Board since inception towards 
generating awareness and steps taken for effective implementation of the provisions of the Act & Rules in the 
state. 
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The Principal Secretary in his deliberation stressed the need of involvement of common people for 
conservation and protection of biodiversity as no policing and institutional protection is there for non-forest 
areas and he expressed his pleasure knowing the involvement of common people for the protection of 
biodiversity. He mentioned the efforts of the State Board towards this direction, particularly information of 
BMCs, preparation of PBRs and generating awareness among the people about biodiversity and its importance. 
He also appreciated the documentary prepared by the Board for the purpose of awareness generation.  

Biodiversity Award: 

Like previous year, the Board conferred Biodiversity Award for the cause of conserving biodiversity. 

Kalyani Municipality BMC of Nadia district & Jamalpur Block BMC of Purba Bardhaman district were 
awarded for their activities & achievements involving local people.  

Awards in the institutional category was conferred to Sriniketan Self Help Group from Jharkhali, South 24 
Parganas for their activities & achievements involving local people for conservation of mangroves and also 
other indigenous crops catering to the nutrition supplement of the local people.  

Annual Biodiversity Award in the individual category was given to Md. Alim Ansari, BDO, Jamboni Block, 
Jhargram for his commendable contribution for managing the one of the oldest sacred groves in Jhargram 
district namely Chilkigarh Kanak Durga temple area. 

Theme Lecture: 

After the felicitation programme, the theme lecture was delivered by Dr. K. Venkataraman, former Secretary, 
National Biodiversity Authority & former Director, Zoological Survey of India, who is currently engaged as 
Sr. Scientific Consultant of National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management, Tamil Nadu.   

Dr. Venkataraman started his deliberation by mentioning that the concept of biodiversity is not clear till today 
though India has a rich tradition of biodiversity conservation for last 250 years. In his deliberation he 
mentioned about our sacred books (Ramayana, Mahavarata) which has tremendous compilation of data on 
biodiversity of those times. He went back to the time of foreign invasions for the rich biodiversity of our 
country. He drew inference of historical facts to drive the importance of biodiversity. He mentioned about food 
scarcity which caused famous ‘Bengal Famine’ due to loss of biodiversity. Looting of bio-resources was 
rampant on those days. He mentioned about the rich biodiversity in different eco-systems present in our 
country.   

He described about some mythological events which is believed to have originated life forms in the world. The 
ancient scriptures also talk about the importance of biodiversity conservation which were in practice back then. 
As a megadiversity country India is rich in biodiversity which reflects in the food habits of different regions. 

He also mentioned about numerous varieties of fruits, vegetables, faunal species etc. which came from outside 
India but has become broadly established in India. Diminishing numbers of domesticated animals also found 
a mention in his presentation. Exotic species are increasing suppressing indigenous species which should be 
cautiously noted. He mentioned about rich marine diversity, most of which are in the brink of extinct though 
a substantial amount of forex is earned from them.  

The apathy towards maintaining the virginity of eco-systems is driving the extinction of species at a rapid pace 
which if not stopped will doom the sustenance of the humankind. He mentioned about the patronage of ancient 
kings and rulers for protection of biodiversity and environment which is lacking today by modern civilised 
communities. 

He also mentioned about the significance of establishment of National Biodiversity Authority and its activities 
through the 3-tier system currently adopted all over India. 

He signed off by saying that it is wise to act right now to save mankind. 

 

PBR release: 
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On a solemn note, 18(eighteen) PBRs were formally handed over to the Chairman of the Board by the members 
of the respective Biodiversity Management Committees viz., Kanthi Municipality BMC of Purba Medinipur 
district, Mohanpur Block BMC (Mohanpur GP) of Paschim Medinipur, Coochbehar-I Block BMC 
(Ghughumari GP) of Cochbehar district, Purbasthali-I Block BMC (Srirampur GP) of Purba Bardhaman 
district, Ranaghat Municipality BMC  of Nadia district, Daspur-II Block BMC (Sahachok GP) of Paschim 
Medinipur district, Khondokos Block (Sasank GP) of Purba Bardhaman district,  Egra-I Block BMC (Jumki 
GP) of Purba Medinipur district,  Sankrail Block BMC (Rohini GP) & Gopiballavpur-II Block BMC (Topsia 
GP) of Jhargram district, Kanthi-III Block BMC (Vajachowli GP) of Purba Medinipur district, Bansberia 
Municipality of Hooghly district, Deshpran Block BMC (Dhobaberia GP) of Purba Medinipur district, Sankrail 
Block BMC (Nolpur GP) of Howrah district, Pandua Block BMC (Itachuna-Khanyan GP) of Hooghly district, 
Kesiary Block BMC (Lalua GP) of Paschim Medinipur, Basanti Block (entire block) of South 24 Parganas 
district and Bhatar Block BMC (Bamunpara GP) of Purba Bardhaman district.  

The Session ended for lunch. 

In the post-lunch session an inter-collegiate extempore competition was held on different topics on 
biodiversity. 16 participants from different colleges took participation in the competetion. The debate was 
judged by Dr. Rina Chakraborty, Ex-Scientist, Zoological Survey India, Dr. Jaya Bandyopadhayay, Associate 
Professor of M.A.K. Azad University of Technology, Dr. Swati Nandi Chakraborty, Guru Nanak Institute of 
Pharmaceutical Science & Technology. Smt. Tameka Hazra of Vivekananda College was declared the winner 
of the debate. Smt. Snehasmita Samamta of Bethune College became the first runner-up and Sri Akash Dutta 
of Serampore College won the third position. The Board organized a State Level Photography competition on 
specified themes on biodiversity and livelihood which attracted a large participation from all over the state. Sri 
Shouvik Pal was adjudged the winner of the competition, Sri Amit Kumar Adak won the second position and 
Sri Ganesh Chowdhury became third in the competition. 

All the position holders of extempore and photography competition were given mementos and certificates 
amidst a big round of applause. Students from different schools from South 24 Parganas who were selected 
for essay writing competition and awarded on the occasion. 

The session came to a close with the vote of thanks by Dr Anirban Roy, Research Officer, WBBB.  

Apart from the central programme at Kolkata, two other programmes were also organised in two remote 
districts of the State namely Purulia and Coochbehar which were supported by the Board. In Purulia, the 
programme was organised by Dept. Botany, Sidhu-Kanho-Birsha University, in collaboration with the BMCs. 
On the other hand, an NGO -- Coochbehar Anasristi – organised the programme in collaboration with 
Coochbehar II Block BMC. In both the programme, students from school/ colleges/ university were the major 
participants. 

The programme has been extensively covered by the media (TV/AIR/Newspaper). Some of the news paper 
cuttings on the programme are attached herewith. 

             

              

 

Member Secretary  

West Bengal Biodiversity Board 
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Photographs of the programme 
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The Statesman, 23.05.2018 
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Bartaman, 23.05.2018 

The Telegraph, 23.05.2018 
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Ei Samay, 23.05.2018 

The Statesman, 24.05.2018 



11 | Report on IDB, 2018, Kolkata, West Bengal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web link 

http://biswabanglanews.com/আ জািতক-জীবৈবিচত্র্/ 

  

Uttar Banga Sambad, 23.05.2018 
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IDB, 2018 celebration at Coochbehar district 
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